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Background

• Ford Europe’s experience of short-duration 

ecodriving lessons

• Testing effectiveness of such lessons in UK

• EST proposal to several vehicle 

manufacturers in December 2007



Objectives
• EST

– Promote ecodriving
– Data on effectiveness of short-duration lessons
– Build case for Government funded ecodriving training
– Leverage from relatively small Ecodriven budget

• Ford
– Promote green credentials by taking manufacturer 

lead on ecodriving in UK
– Launch Focus ECOnetic
– Data 



EST-Ford Ecodriving Challenge
• 5 regional events & 2 weeks at London Motor Show

• Prizes: £20,000 of energy efficient appliances

• Each competitor drove a course 3 times:
– Normal driving style
– Under instruction
– No instruction but using new techniques

• Competition based solely on 3rd lap

• Data from difference 1st & 3rd laps









Results Summary
Number of Drivers Av decrease fuel 

cons
Av increase MPH

Regional 112 16.8% 0.0

Motor Show 384 24.4% 1.5

Overall 494 22.5% 1.2



Virtually All Drivers Improved



Conclusions from Competition 

• Driving style makes a big difference to fuel 

consumption & CO2

• Short-duration lessons are time & cost 

effective

• Drivers positive & receptive to training



New Government Funded 
Training Programme

• August 2008 EST proposal to UK Government to 

fund ecodriving training programme

• Funding confirmed for Oct 08 - March 09 & 

expected for 2009/10

• Proposal based directly on EST-Ford competition 

results



Ecodriving Training Programme
• Training organised in partnership with employers

• 50 minute lessons; back at desks within an hour

• Available to all drivers not just company drivers

• Cost to employer/employee - £15 per person

• Programme Targets

– 08/9: 4200 drivers / 600 days tuition (funding confirmed)

– 9/10: 40,000 drivers / 5,700 days tuition (funding expected)
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